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Welcome to the spring edition of 31½ 

In this edition we start with sad news regarding two members, look at a young member 

taking his next step in life, see what members have achieved over the winter work parties, 

celebrate the 2017 prize giving and cover all the regular activity of the club and its 

members which continue to make us the active and vibrant club we are. 

This monthôs cover features one of Nicolas Söllnerôs atmospheric winter dinghy park 

pictures and a happy trophy winner at the 2017 prize giving. 

 
David Wraight 
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Bob Dutton  
 
It is with great sadness that I write this at the 
passing of our dear friend, Bob Dutton. Bob 
joined the club in 1971 while working as an 
engineer, at the Ford Motor companyôs 
Dagenham Plant. He was introduced to the club 
by Dave Vettergreen who knew of someone with 
a similar surname who was already a member 
and was sailing a GP14. This turned out to be 
Alan, who was Bobôs cousin.  
 
Bob and Dave sailed together in an Enterprise, 
until Bob started sailing with Alan in the GP14. 
Eventually he built his own GP14 which he 
continued to sail for many years, part of 
that time as class captain. In 2009 he became 
class captain for the Medium 
Fleet, by which time he was 
sailing a Wayfarer before moving to a Kestrel. He 
then returned to his newly built Wayfarer, which 
he continued to sail up until later years, before 
buying a sailing cruiser. He was a very 
accomplished sailor, and over the years his name 
is engraved upon many of our trophies. 
  
When the club was being developed, he was 
instrumental in much of the work, to name but two 

of the projects that he led, were the second slipway and the track from the car park to the 
clubhouse. Bob took on or was involved in so many small projects that have significantly 
enhanced the appearance or operation of the club that it would take too long to list, one 
example being, the obtaining and erection of the flag and radio mast attached to the block 
house. In the garage at home, Bob has carefully restored many a memberôs boat, offering 
it the T.L.C. and craftsmanship that he was renowned for. 
  
Bob will be greatly missed by all who knew him, no more so than by Christine and his 
family and our thoughts are with them at this very hard time. He lived respected and died 
regretted.  
 
Bernard Smith 

 

Terry Eaglestone 

The club has received the sad news of the death of Terry Eaglestone. Many members will 
remember Terry as a regular Support member providing safety boat cover for many years 
until ill health prevented him from continuing to help. Terry passed away peacefully at 
home during the evening of 28th March 2018, having finally succumbed to liver cancer. 
 
For those who are able and wish to pay their last respects the funeral arrangements will 
be finalised after Easter. 
 



 Vantage Sailing  
Online Dinghy Sailing Chandlery  

 

 
 

10% discount for Wilsonian SC Members  
Parts can be posted to you or del ivered to your boat.  

 
We stock parts by  

 
Allen, English Braids, Falker, Harken, Holt, Hyde Sails, Marlow Ropes, 

Rain & Sun, Robline, Ronstan, RWO, Seasure, Superspars, West 
Mersea Trailers & More!  

 
If you canõt find what you want on the website then contact us, the 

chances are that we can get it!!  
 

We are also an approved supplier of Buzz & ISO Parts  
and supplier of the New Buzz and ISO sailboats  

 
www.vantagesailing.com  

Stuart & Zoe - 07976 760844  
Based at High Halstow, Rochester  

 
For you discount enter W SC10 in the shopping cart  



Jem Causer 

I just thought Iôd put pen to paper to explain 

why you wonôt see so much of Jem this 

season. On the last weekend in February 

we drove him to the Blackpool and Fylde 

College, Lancashire ï specifically the 

Fleetwood Nautical Campus. Jem has 

secured a three-year sponsorship with 

Lomar Shipping (www.lomarshipping.com) 

as a Deck Cadet doing a Level 3 Deck 

Shipping and Maritime Operations course.  

Jem first took to water aged approximately 3 

on his grandfatherôs cruiser at MYC. By 6 he 

was regularly taking part in the bi-weekly 

Sunday morning Oppie training there and 

spending a week in the summer on their 

óMutiny on the Medwayô. He progressed to a 

Topper and then around three years ago, 

when Grandfather put his cruiser up for 

sale, Jem moved to the Wilsonian sailing Club, got his beloved Laser and hasnôt looked 

back! 

Lomar has a modern fleet of over 80 bulk carriers, container ships & tankers and Jem is 

very much looking forward to travelling the world.  

He is still a member of Wilsonians and he hopes 

to join you on the weekends he manages to get 

home.  

Amanda Austwick  
(Proud Mum!) 
 

 

 

http://www.lomarshipping.com/


 



2018 Winter Work Parties 

Over January/February we achieved the 

work shown below, but I must thank 

several people for giving up so much 

more of their time to enable us to 

complete the scheduled work. Penny 

Turner, Janice Smith, Duncan Griffiths, 

Brian Lamb, Dave Vettergreen and Martin 

Vinton. They were there for all the work 

parties in addition to carrying out further 

preparation work, during the weekdays 

prior to the nominated dates. 

To all who attended the winter work 

parties, otherwise known as óWilsonian 

keep fit classes,ô thereby enabling us to 

keep on top of the jobs that had 

accumulated throughout the season, 

Many thanks to you all, for your hard 

work. 

Bernard Smith 

Work Competed Over 2017/18 - Winter 
Work Parties 
 

Club House 

Touched up paint Internally 

Touched up paint externally 

Ladies & gents changing rooms ï 

removed and cleaned and replaced 

shower heads 

Gents changing room ï wire brushed and 

painted basin brackets 

Fitted wooden blocks to large clothing 

rack 

Varnished wooden covers, over soil pipes 

Tiled Window ledges in ladies changing 

room  

Touched up paint around mirrors (both 

changing rooms) 

Urinals ï cleaned and remade joints to 

pipe outlets 

replaced urinal water closet valve 

Fitted ñFamily Changing Roomò sign 

Serviced roller shutters ï Completed by 

external contractor 

Patio door stops and shutter straps fitted 

Changed emergency lighting for brighter 

ones 

Checked all lighting and replaced 

individual units as necessary 

Fabricated box section insulation around 

external óP Trapô for dish washer 

Cleaned out guttering - only the front of 

clubhouse completed 

Repaired picnic benches & treated with 

preservative 

Linseed oiled memorial seat (Malcom 

Levy) 

Checked all padlocks and lubricated 

Jet washed all changing room mats 

Tiled & grouted edge of shower wall 

between changing room and showers 

Tiled sills in ladies changing room and 

showers/toilet 

Fitted soap dispensers in ladies and 

gents changing rooms, above basins 

Fitted hot water tap in ladies ï for 

cleaners 

Refurbished bar stools 

All hand-held radios replaced as 

necessary 

 

Outside Clothes Store 

Cleaned out and replaced ï checked and 

removed all damaged and very worn 

items 

 

Tool Store/Disabled Toilet   

Cleaned out tool store and painted half of 

the inside 

Replaced W.C. and bowl 

Remade waste fittings on hand basin and 

replaced tap 

 

Old Generator Cupboard 

Welded locking bolt 

Fitted bracket to support incoming water 

pipe 



Checked all wiring 

Checked all battery conditions and 

replaced as necessary 

 

Store Adjacent to Generator Shed  

Tidied, removed and replaced whatever 

was in there, took stock of what was in 

there 

 

Track & Wooded Area 

Swept track of leaves 

Cleaned out ditches 

Filled in Potholes 

Improved upon the swing of gates into 

dinghy park 

 

Dinghy Park 

Tidied and removed all rubbish 

Replaced racking outside clubhouse 

Replaced damaged block work behind 

clubhouse, by water tap  

Cleared brambles in all areas and burnt 

Made concrete hold downs for tying boats 

down 

Cleared area behind Clubhouse and 

generator cage to allow for further boat 

storage 

Removed tree stumps next to Topper 

racking & behind rib cage, flattened 

ground 

 

 

Bosuns Store 

Repaired Door frame to allow door to 

shut properly 

 

Dinghy Sail, Mast and Spar Store 

Removed all sails, rudders, masts and 

centre boards ï checked equipment 

swept out replaced and listed 

 

Rib Cages  

Checked and made sure that all Ribs 

have correct flags and rescue equipment 

Checked marker buoys and chains 

Carried out necessary maintenance to 

ribs 

Fitted a large shelf in cage, to store spare 

wheels and other equipment to relieve 

bosuns store 

 

Oppy Racking 

Increased height 

Re-sited racking behind RIB cage 

 

Blockhouse/Race Box 

Fitted a large club sign to be seen across 

the river with our web site details 

Cleaned out and tidied race box contents 

both upstairs and ground floor 

Fitted old clubhouse sign to block house 

 

Boat Spaces 

Moved boats around, to accommodate 

additional boats 

 

Slipway 

Pressure washed 

Filled in and repaired sides 

 

Car Park 

Moved hard core from dinghy park to car 

park 

Checked all trailers in trailer compound 

for labels 

Trimmed all trees of lower growth  

Fenced off unusable part of car park 
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